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to find oneself in the middle 

of a violent thunderstorm. 

Sobering, too, when you 

realise perched on top of a 

dune you are the tallest ob-

ject for many miles around. 

In spite of its legendary arid-

ity, each year it does rain 

somewhere in the Sahara. 

And this year looks like it 

will be a good one, with 

reports of above average 

rainfall and excellent pas-

ture coming in from across 

the region. This issue of 

Sandscript celebrates the all-

too-brief wet season and the 

exuberant blooming of life 

that follows each down-

pour. 
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that often characterizes de-

sert ecosystems, with years 

of drought followed 

abruptly by times of plenty, 

our page 5 article on the 

vnqkcƍr k`qfdrs qdl`hmhmf

addax population in Niger 

provides a sobering reality 

check on the natural and 

man-made challenges the 

addax faces in its fight for 

survival. 

For desert people, too, the 

wet season brings brief but 

welcome respite from the 

merciless chore of drawing 

water from deep wells for 

their livestock. Around 

short-lived seasonal pools, 

people can be seen herding 

their animals and enjoying a 

refreshing  bathe, like the 

Obama-clad boy, pictured 

below, found recently in 

Chad splashing in a desert 

pool with his friends and a 

dozen or so migrant sandpi-

pers and white storks. 
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latest Pan Sahara Wildlife 

Survey to Chad also under-

lines the need to remain 

optimistic about saving 

critically endangered species 

like the dama gazelle. Num-

bers are desperately low but 

those gazelles are definitely 

hanging in there. 

And hanging in is also what 

SCF is all about. We can 

and are making a difference 

in spite of tremendous odds. 

And this thanks to our 

many loyal and generous 

sponsors and partners. Pages 

3 and 4 pay tribute to their 

efforts and dedication to the 

cause of Saharan conserva-

tion. 
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rains now falling across the 

Sahel and the dunes alive 

with swaying grasses and 

the chirping of crickets and 

grasshoppers, it is a time for 

optimism and for action. 

Young gazelles and bustards 

will soon be seen following 

their parents and hopefully, 

deep in the desert, addax 

will also be having their 

calves. The elements have 

smiled favourably on the 

desert this year, can man-

kind do the same? 

John Newby 
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Inside this issue: 

Moths and butterflies, cat-

erpillars and crickets, grass-

hoppers and beetles all 
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brief wet season. 
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Rainfall, green grass and cooler temperatures bring the spurred tortoise out of its hot season burrows (Photo: Newby/SCF) 

SCF Core Support 

Addax Petroleum Foundation, Los Angeles Zoo Association, Safari Enterprises, 

@k @hm Vhkckhed O`qj `mc Qdrnqs+ Kxmm G`kk+ R`e`qh Vdrs+ Rlhsgrnmh`mƍr M`shnm`k

Zoological Park, Marwell Wildlife, Saint Louis Zoo, George & Diane Grettenber-

ger, Nashville Zoo, San Diego Zoo, Harriet Robnett, Oklahoma City Zoo AAZK 

Chapter, Sedgwick County Zoo, Kyla Johnson, Rolling Hills Wildlife Adventure, 

Zoo Hannover, The Living Desert, Sacramento Zoo, Zoo Osnabrück 

Scimitar-horned Oryx Recovery Workshops 

@k @hm Vhkckhed O`qj % Qdrnqs+ R`hms Knthr Ynn+ Rlhsgrnmh`mƍr M`shnm`k Ynnknfh,

cal Park, Zoo Hannover, Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund 

Termit Polio Vaccination Program (Niger) 

Anne Fletcher-Jones, Martha Fischer, Aurélie Monet-Kasisi, Martin Boye, Don 

Miller, Mary Hislop, John Grettenberger, John Newby, Sheri Hanna, Saint Louis 

Zoo 

Addax and Oryx Reintroduction (Tunisia) 

Kansas City Zoo AAZK Chapter, Marwell Wildlife, Zoo Hannover 

SCF Website and Communications 

Saint Louis Zoo, Saint Louis Zoo AAZK Chapter, Vincent Turmine 

Thank you, merci beaucoup! 

We deeply appreciate the generosity of the individuals and organizations that have 

helped SCF to become THE voice for conservation in the Sahara. We would not 

be able to pursue our mission without your dedication, loyalty and support.  

Together we have become a powerful chorus of voices speaking for the Sahara. We 

take this opportunity to offer a heartfelt Thank You to all those whose contribu-

tions from January 1, 2009 through August 31, 2010 were so vital to the success of 

SCF and its projects. 








