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with swaying grasses and
the chirping of crickets and
grasshoppers, it is a time for
optimism and for action.
Young gazelles and bustards
will soon be seen following
their parents and hopefully,
deep in the desert, addax
will also be having their
calves. The elements have
smiled favourably on the
desert this year, can man-
kind do the same?
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In August this year an SCF
Pan Sahara Wildlife Survey
team carried out a highly pro-
ductive and exciting three

week fieldtrip to western

Chad. The mission, lead by Dr.

Tim Wacher, was a return to
one of the first areas surveyed
by the fledgling SCF in 2001,
and thus an important oppor-
tunity to see how rare Saharan
wildlife had fared over the
intervening years. As before,
the mission was conducted in
close partnership with Chad’s

Environment Ministry.

A key result in 2001 had been
the confirmation of a small
population of dama gazelle in
the country’s Manga region,
north of Lake Chad. We now
had a chance to find out if this
population had persisted and
in doing use new PSWS survey
methods based on repeatable
predetermined transect lines

across suitable areas.

After several years of drought,
the land was transformed by
the abundant rainfall. Every-

where was bright green, with
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trees in leaf, reflecting pools of
water, and from time to time
swiftly rolling banks of low,
black cloud bringing sharp,

dense showers.

The impact on the local pas-
toralists was also evident, with
many families on the move in
spectacular caravans of live-
stock, with signs of evident
good cheer after many months

of poor grazing.

Approaching our target zone,
anticipation was high as we
started to encounter the first
dorcas gazelles, then Arabian
and Nubian bustards. As we
progressed, dorcas gazelles
became more frequent. En-
couragingly, large groups of
vultures were also seen. With
concern about West African
vulture declines, this was very

positive.

All the while we were passing
places where we had met with
dama gazelles nine years earlier.
Local nomads confirmed that
small numbers of ‘grashi’ (the
Toubou name for dama ga-

zelle) were still present. But we
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were seeing no sign of them.
And then suddenly, as we set
out on the last two transects on
a clear sunny morning, a single
large male dama was spotted.
He had been feeding not far
from our route and remained
in view a good while, as he
crossed the dunes accompanied
by a small group of dorcas ga-
zelles. A tremendously exciting
moment. We took pictures
and searched for fresh dung

pellets for genetic studies.

A couple of kilometers further
on and a second dama sprang
away. Stopping to scan a broad,
green valley with binoculars we
were stunned to discover eight
more dama at rest. By the end
of the last transect we had seen
fifteen dama gazelles and
enough dorcas to contemplate
a full population estimate.
Excellent results and further
proof of the tremendous value
of the survey work made possi-
ble by the support from HH
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan for SCF’s Pan Sa-
hara Wildlife Survey project.
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Rainfall, green grass and cooler temperatures bring the spurred tortoise out of its hot season burrows (Photo: Newby

Thank you, merci beaucoup!

We deeply appreciate the generosity of the individuals and organizations that have
helped SCF to become THE voice for conservation in the Sahara. We would not
be able to pursue our mission without your dedication, loyalty and support.
Together we have become a powerful chorus of voices speaking for the Sahara. We
take this opportunity to offer a heartfelt Thank You to all those whose contribu-
tions from January 1, 2009 through August 31, 2010 were so vital to the success of
SCF and its projects.
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Kansas City Zoo AAZK Chapter, Marwell Wildlife, Zoo Hannover

SCF Website and Communications

Saint Louis Zoo, Saint Louis Zoo AAZK Chapter, Vincent Turmine












