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The Sahara is home

excellence for dozens
reptiles such as the ge
and lizard featured above.
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Sahara Conservation Fund

Black gold...or white?

In the fall of 2008, Niger
began drilling for oil in the
Tin Toumma desert to the
east of the country. Tin
Toumma is where SCF and
its partners are working to
set up a vast new national
nature reserve. It is also
gnld sn sgd
viable population of addax
antelope. Will the search for
black gold deal the final
blow to the survival of this
magnificent white antelope?
Or can we find a just com-
promise that allows Niger

to benefit from its subterra-
nean riches whilst conserv-
ing its precious living natu-
ral resources?
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Whatever the final out-
come, this new threat will
require enormous effort on
all sides to resolve. Not
only is there a strong possi-
bility the addax will be

hunted but the peace and
tranquillity they have en-
joyed and require to cope in
such a rigorous habitat will
be shattered. Enormous
trucks are already roaming
noisily across the desert and
vhsg et mchmf
Chinese partners, an airstrip
and base camps have been
established deep in the de-
sert.

able. A major challenge lies
not only with the distur-
bance caused by oil prospec-
tion and extraction but con-
trolling the activities of the
military forces put in the

field to protect the oil

The solution lies in con-
structive engagement be-
tween environmental and
mining interests, coupled
with a mutual desire to see a
win-win solution developed. workers. Thanks to F)ur
It is possible to have both network of community

black gold and white addax game guards we know al-
but this rosy outcome ready that gazelles have

should not be taken for been poachgd and itis only
granted. Niger is deter- a matter of time bgfore the
mined to get at its oil and as addax also come into range.

one of the poorest nations

on earth this is understand- Cont. on page 2

IUCN flags endangered Saharan fauna

A recently published report
ax HTBMQr @ms
cialist Group, lists one in

four antelopes as threatened cally Endangered by the

with extinction. The report,
compiled by ASG cechairs
David Mallon and Philippe
Chardonnet, highlights the
dire situation for wildlife in

the Sahelesaharan region,
with both the addax and
dama gazelle listed as Criti-

IUCN Red List. Both spe-
bhdr “~qd bdms
efforts to conserve desert
wildlife. See the report at
www.iucn.org
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Tin Toumma addaxMthe last viable population in the wild on earth (Photo: Thomas Rabeil/SCF)

Black gOId ..Or Whlt@c?nt from page 1)

During a recent fieldtrip, unique and rapidly dwin- effect than force alone. As

the remains of three freshly dling wildlife. Moves are Theodore Roosevelt said

killed addax were found now afoot to get a fully pro- quoting an African proverb

(photo) but with no conclu-  fessional documentarymade® Rod " j rneskx ~mc b’ gqqgx

sive evidence of military and initial contacts have big stick, and you will go

involvement. been established with a e g-€ Egqgq mjkx H ¢cntas hs- He
number of top players, in-  there is one thing we have  Photos: John Newby (above

So, what can we do to help?
RBEQr rsqgq sdf
three interrelated compo- Equally important is the
nents: dialogue, awareness need to demonstrate quite tee c{f success. To the con-

and action. To begin with s mf hakx sg° sS4 ax sgdx comes gdrnkud sgd
we must continue playing life is worth saving and the root cayses that often lead

the role of moderator and only way to do this is by to' hu'ntlng and overuse of

catalyst to bring the various having a strong presence in W'Id“f? and tend to cre_ate

stakeholders together to the field to watch and to enemies rather than friends.

look for mutually beneficial ~ dissuade would be miscre- /S @ result we are proac-

outcomes. To assist in this  ants from poaching. Even t|\{ely engéged in working

process we are using tools  though the addax is pro- with the military forces and

such as posters, films, lec- tected by law, poaching will IOC‘T"' governmgnt to hgrness

tures and workshops to certainly occur unless vigor- the|.r presence n the field to

g hrd sgd m" s ouslycontrolled. Unfortu- d assist in conservation rather

of the unique, living wealth  nately the odds are not in than a_‘Ct as agents of its de-
struction. Slowly, progress

cluding the BBC. - learned about conservation  and below), Oliver Born
it is big sticks are no guaran- | (bottom).

of natural resources that our favour. The desert is ) i
Mhf dgqQr <c¢dr dgvastandthe meansand @ IS pemg made to chan_g_e
major strand of this cam- manpower at the disposal of attjtudes. As Tor the criti-

kkx dmc mfdgdc “~cc w+ kdisgQr
sincerely hope when the oil
is long gone, the dust and
smoke settled and peace has
returned they are still out
there secure in their desert
fastness.

paign has been the showing the wildlife service limited.
on TV, both at home and But thankfully wildlife pro-
throughout the region, of a  tection is not uniquely a
documentary made by a guestion of force but a deli-
local cineaste in 2007 with  cate balance between carrot
SCF on the ecology of Tin  and stick, where getting
Toumma and the global people onside is much more
importance of conserving its likely to have a londasting John Newby, SCF CEO



